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Originality and Science-Fiction Essence of “Yan Shi and His
Masterpiece”

Abstract

Although the history of science fiction is generally recognized to be less than two
hundred years, it is not to say there have never been texts rich with the essence of
science fiction. For example, there is one parable “Yan Shi and His Masterpiece” ( %
FFi$ £ ) in Liezi: the Questions of Tang ( 7|+ + & B ) that delves into the question
of morality but with recent reexamination new interpretations to this parable which
derives its speculations from ancient technology are brought up, only there have
been no in-depth analysis to date. In this paper we categorize “Yan Shi and His
Masterpiece” as a short story and from the literary prospective we try to study its
cultural implication as well as its three main elements: the assimilation of the Sutra,
the adoption of material from historiography and the original creation of the author.
In the scope of science fiction, we discover that although “Yan Shi and His
Masterpiece” adopts the contents of a Buddha story, yet with infusing the theory of
Chinese medicine and elements of traditional artisanship, it displays science-fictional
originality and distinguishing cultural characteristics hence is a short story with the

essence of modern science fiction.
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